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Foreword from Jenna Stevens-Smith, Chair 

 
 

 

 

The Science Communication Project emerged out of an identified 

need for a media/ communications network between the Society 

of Biology and Member Organisations. 

 

Communications are a key part of all our organisations; from communicating to the media, 

policy makers, the public, our membership or internally.  By improving the communication 

within and between our organisations we will improve our ability to engage the public with 

the biological sciences. This project has brought together communications, media, policy 

and education representatives from 13 separate organisations. Through round-table 

discussions we have identified that we face many similar issues and obstacles on a daily 

basis. By sharing experiences, utilising resources and keeping each other informed we will 

advance our communications much faster than we would in isolation.  

 

I would like to thank all the members of the project, especially Lucy Harper and Beck Smith 

who chaired sessions, and the external experts whose contributions have been very 

welcome. Special thanks to Tom Wells and Ruth Francis, whose attendance and advice 

throughout the process of this project has been invaluable. Thanks also to Stempra who 

supported this project through the attendance at the forum meetings of expert 

representatives.  

 

I look forward to nurturing the network formed through this project and taking forward the 

actions with the Society of Biology, Member Organisations and more broadly across the 

science communication community through Stempra and other conduits.  

 

Jenna Stevens-Smith 

Media and Events Executive 

Society of Biology 
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Introduction 

Context 

Why is science communication important? For any organisation wanting to provide 

current and wide-ranging opportunities to its members, good communication and 

connections with other similar organisations are essential. The Society of Biology is in a 

unique position where it can call upon expertise from a variety of societies that utilise various 

forms of communication and offer a wide variety of opportunities to their members. By 

bringing together a group of Member Organisations for this project, we have been able to 

recognise good practice, acknowledge what works well and what works less well, and 

formulate an action plan and guidelines for the future of science communication in these 

organisations in partnership with the Society of Biology.  

Aims 

Science communication networks and connections are essential to taking projects forward 

and making them sustainable. The Society of Biology was formed from the merging of the 

Biosciences Federation and the Institute of Biology in October 2009. In its new role the 

Society of Biology is the umbrella organisation for over 70 biological societies such as The 

Physiological Society, British Pharmacological Society, Marine Biological Association, and 

Society for Applied Microbiology. In this six-month project we have aimed to coordinate and 

improve the science communication practice and opportunities available to members of the 

Society of Biology and Member Organisations referred to as MOs in the actions of the report.  

Process 

The Science Communication Project was carried out through two-hour round table forum 

discussions on four themes of science communication covering: 

1. Interacting with the Media 

2. Communicating Science Policy 

3. Public Engagement with Children 

4. Public Engagement with Adults 

5. The Internet as a means of Communication 

Following these five forums a sixth was held to focus on formulating the report and 

identifying the key findings and action points from the previous meetings. 
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Future developments 

There are many future directions that this project could take. Most importantly a 

communication/media community has been formed between the Society of Biology and 

Member Organisations which will need to be nurtured and supported for it to continue and 

grow.  

There have been a handful of spin-out projects from this report. These include the 

reestablishment of a festivals committee, known as the Public Engagement Working Group 

(PEWG) which will meet twice-yearly to discuss festival and public engagement plans across 

the organisations. Secondly the creation of a Biology of Sport Working Group (BOSWG) 

which will coordinate the events, resources and communications related to the Biology of 

Sport initiative for the London 2012 Olympics. Lastly the Internet Working Group (IWG) 

which will run useful seminars, discussions on areas of online communication which affect 

the organisations such as search engine optimisation (SEO) and virtual learning 

environments (VLE). The IWG will also link in with other Society of Biology members to 

further investigate the evolving role of new media in our organisations. 

Vision 

The vision for this project is to enable the Society of Biology to act as the single unified voice 

for biology. By coordinating communications of the Society of Biology and Member 

Organisations we will have a more effective voice and higher profile when communicating 

with the public, media and policy makers.  

  



http://www.ipsos-mori.com/Assets/Docs/Polls/sri-pas-2011-main-report.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/news/topstories/2010/Oct/BIS-CSR
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/media/2010/01/21/comment-on-the-final-report/
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Discussion  

Forging a relationship with the media 

By the nature of the number of specialist biological organisations it can be difficult for 

journalists to know who the best organisation or person is to call with regard to specific news 

items. Highlighting our strong links and expertise in specialist areas through media briefings 

and promotion of resources will help this. The Media Enquiries Tree will enable better 

communications between Member Organisations and could prove extremely valuable for 

handling media enquiries. 

 

Working with the Science Media Centre 

The Science Media Centre has strong relationships with science journalists. It will be 

beneficial for the Science Media Centre and for Member Organisations if the Society of 

Biology utilises the contacts of the Science Media Centre and provides a coordinated biology 

community for them to call on for experts The Media Enquiries Tree will aid our efficiency 

and success in responding to Science Media Centre enquiries. The Introduction to the Media 

seminar day is a useful free course run by the Science Media Centre for academics and 

press and media teams. The Society of Biology and Member Organisations will encourage 

members to attend these courses.   

 

Sharing knowledge and expertise 

Different organisations have different strengths and areas of expertise; this can be due to 

specialisms in biology and/or staff resources. The Media Enquires Tree will allow Member 

Organisations to interact more freely with each other and the Society of Biology as well as 

becoming a useful network with which journalists and the Science Media Centre can interact. 

Encouraging members to gain media training will create a larger pool of expertise for 

Member Organisations to call upon when scientific experts are required. Strengthening and 

building links with magazines and feature articles will help raise the profile of the biology 

community in the wider public. Working together and sharing contact information will mean 

strengths and areas of expertise will be enhanced and used more efficiently.  

 

 

 

 



mailto:laurabellingan@societyofbiology.org
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/mo-policy/member-organisations-policy-contacts
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/mo-policy/education-policy-officers-contact-details
http://www.societyofbiology.org/filegrab/documents/017e01ce4b4d1f1cead4d160ea35511b/mo-policy-document-database-april2011d.pdf
http://www.societyofbiology.org/filegrab/documents/017e01ce4b4d1f1cead4d160ea35511b/mo-policy-document-database-april2011d.pdf
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/


http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/policy/policy_lunchbox.php
http://www.biochemistry.org/PublicAffairs/Events/EducationPolicyLunchbox.aspx
http://www.biochemistry.org/PublicAffairs/Events/ScienceBloggingTalkfest2011.aspx
http://www.biochemistry.org/PublicAffairs/Events/ScienceQuestionTime.aspx
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy


http://sciencecampaign.org.uk/
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The Society of Biology plays a coordinating role in communicating science policy and 

compiling evidence for consultation responses. How to Influence Government guide will be a 

useful introduction to the process by which the Society engages with government, and will 

be further developed and updated by the Science Policy Adviser Network.   

Communicating science policy via the internet 

The internet is a great means of communicating science policy and engaging people with 

issues. The Science is Vital campaign18 is an example of a science policy issue which 

flourished through internet communications. The campaign presence was prolific, quickly 

spreading across Twitter, Facebook, engaging science communicators, researchers and 

whole universities. In just three weeks, thousands of peaceful protesters championing 

science rallied together outside the Treasury to demonstrate their belief in the importance of 

science in the run up to the Comprehensive Spending Review. Not all science policy issues 

provoke such a dramatic reaction from the scientific community. Science policy is wide-

ranging, covering many issues and it is our responsibility as professional bodies to 

communicate to our members the diversity of policy issues which arise regularly. 

  

                                                           
18

 http://scienceisvital.org.uk/ 

http://scienceisvital.org.uk/


http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldselect/ldsctech/38/3801.htm
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/2010/09/24/science-for-all-updated-action-plan-2/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/2010/09/24/science-for-all-updated-action-plan-2/


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=5&sqi=2&ved=0CEMQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipsos-mori.com%2FDownloadPublication%2F1285_MediaCT_thoughtpiece_Social_Grade_July09_V3_WEB.pdf&rct=j&q=ABC1%20social%20class&ei=OZQuTsrJKczMtAbb8rA1&usg=AFQjCNG0TvaNFL0GOCfsMj-WLF8pWxWX6A&sig2=L2isl_K-u758ZziAF2M-CQ&cad=rja
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=5&sqi=2&ved=0CEMQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipsos-mori.com%2FDownloadPublication%2F1285_MediaCT_thoughtpiece_Social_Grade_July09_V3_WEB.pdf&rct=j&q=ABC1%20social%20class&ei=OZQuTsrJKczMtAbb8rA1&usg=AFQjCNG0TvaNFL0GOCfsMj-WLF8pWxWX6A&sig2=L2isl_K-u758ZziAF2M-CQ&cad=rja
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/per/Pages/Concordat.aspx


http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/files/2010/10/PE-conversational-tool-Final-251010.pdf
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/files/2010/10/PE-conversational-tool-Final-251010.pdf
http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/what/who-are-the-public


http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/
http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/
http://www.practicalbiology.org/about-us/
http://imascientist.org.uk/
http://www.stemnet.org.uk/content/stem-ambassadors
mailto:h.hope@immunology.org
http://bluesound.org/


http://guerillascience.co.uk/
http://www.cafescientifique.org/
http://skeptic.org.uk/events/skeptics-in-the-pub




http://www.4thought.tv/
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active members of the organisations who have first-hand experience of public engagement. 

Another aim of this group will be to encourage evaluation of public engagement activities run 

by the Society of Biology, provide a platform for sharing ideas and raise the profile of biology 

and biological organisations to the general public. 

Providing training and opportunities 

Evaluation is increasingly important in reviewing the success of public engagement activities 

and optimising them for future use. The Society of Biology will encourage members and 

Member Organisations to engage with the Collective Memory initiative, which is a spin out 

project from the Science for All Expert Group. Collective Memory37 is a database of 

evaluations of a diverse range of science communication initiatives, with the aim of bringing 

together the wealth of expertise from across the public engagement community to help 

individuals learn from their peers. The website enables users to explore, comment, ask 

questions and share your experiences of public engagement. There is the intention to 

feature expert tips and guidance on topics such as evaluation. A project such as Collective 

Memory will only work if the public engagement community participates.  

In collaboration with The Physiological Society, the Society of Biology is looking to provide 

public engagement training for our members, beginning with a training session in Glasgow, 

and branching out around the country through our university representatives and branches 

The Society of Biology will also formulate stronger links with Science and Discovery centres. 

Supplying resources and contacts  

At the Big Bang Fair we identified a large community of home educators that were 

enthusiastic and keen to do more practical biology at home. The resources and materials 

that the Society of Biology and Member Organisations have for hands on biology could be of 

a great assistance to this network.  

The STEMNET ambassador scheme has recently had its funding for the next few years 

confirmed and continues to provide opportunities for STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) ambassadors to gain experience communicating science and 

inspiring young people.  

Establish a UK wide biology network  

One of the priorities identified in the original Science for All Expert Group report was the 

importance of mapping. The Society of Biology also identified the benefits of a UK biology 

                                                           
37

 http://collectivememory.britishscienceassociation.org/  

http://collectivememory.britishscienceassociation.org/
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network based on our regional branch structure38 and on utilising our university 

representatives and Member Organisations39 in the first instance. The network would then 

expand to connect branches of other scientific organisations such as British Science 

Association40, Institute of Physics41, Royal Society of Chemistry42 and the Association for 

Science and Discovery Centres43. The coordination of the sciences, scientists and science 

centres will enable the broader embedding of biology and science in culture. 

Encourage the integration of biology into culture 

Embedding science in culture is an ultimate aim of the Science for All Expert Group. The 

actions listed above will aid in the initial embedding of biology and science in culture through 

a national network. However, linking together those already enthused and engaged with 

science will not reach out to the groups of the population which we need to reach if science 

is to become truly embedded in culture. Initiatives such as the Biology of Sport project will 

engage with a sporting and potentially less scientific audience. Continuing to strengthen the 

link with the BBC Bang goes the Theory team will be beneficial across the biology 

community. As the biology community we look for opportunities to communicate to diverse 

audiences. 

  

                                                           
38

 http://www.societyofbiology.org/branches  
39

 http://www.societyofbiology.org/membership/organisational-membership/mo-list  
40

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=104918653137960370787.00044fdc3849cbd9416b
7&ie=UTF8&ll=54.863963,-2.570801&spn=8.567854,17.072754&z=6  
41

 http://www.iop.org/activity/branches/index.html  
42

 http://www.rsc.org/Membership/Networking/LocalSections/  
43

 http://sciencecentres.org.uk/centres/  

http://www.societyofbiology.org/branches
http://www.societyofbiology.org/membership/organisational-membership/mo-list
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=104918653137960370787.00044fdc3849cbd9416b7&ie=UTF8&ll=54.863963,-2.570801&spn=8.567854,17.072754&z=6
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=104918653137960370787.00044fdc3849cbd9416b7&ie=UTF8&ll=54.863963,-2.570801&spn=8.567854,17.072754&z=6
http://www.iop.org/activity/branches/index.html
http://www.rsc.org/Membership/Networking/LocalSections/
http://sciencecentres.org.uk/centres/


http://twitter.com/#!/ProfBrianCox
http://www.periodicvideos.com/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/blog/post.cfm?id=citizen-scientists-and-social-media-2011-05-28
http://scienceonline2011.com/
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/web/ScienceinSociety/ScienceCommunicationConference/ScienceCommunicationConference.htm
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/web/ScienceinSociety/ScienceCommunicationConference/ScienceCommunicationConference.htm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/blog/2011/may/17/youtube-popularising-science


http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/how/methods




http://groups.google.com/group/society-of-biology?lnk=gcimh
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/NR/rdonlyres/905AFA62-7132-4EAE-B98B-061670DDBA09/0/SocialMediaDossier.pdf
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/NR/rdonlyres/905AFA62-7132-4EAE-B98B-061670DDBA09/0/SocialMediaDossier.pdf


http://www.wikimedia.org/
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Vision
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incorporates other institutions such as theatres, zoos, botanical gardens, public broadcasters 

and others. The Society of Biology is also looking into organising a Wikimedia workshop for 

the Society of Biology and Member Organisations, with the aim of improving the biology 

content and links across the Wikimedia platforms and encouraging members to contribute 

content.  

Establishing a virtual community online 

It is essential that the Society of Biology and Member Organisations present a coordinated 

appearance online. Websites may well be the first interaction that members of the general 

public will have with organisations so it is important that these create a good first impression.  

The use of an online group, such as the Google group will enable discussion about internet 

communications for Member Organisations which is not limited by the timetable or 

geographical boundaries of face-to-face meetings.  

Engaging Trustees 

Trustees play a guiding role in many Member Organisations, formulating long-term 

strategies and goals. Therefore, it is important to engage trustees with projects and 

initiatives as they are the ultimate decision-makers. To engage trustees with social media a 

portfolio of case studies can be developed describing success stories and tangible benefits. 

These case studies can be disseminated using Google groups, BIS has an Online Working 

Group who are compiling a portfolio of case studies of successful online communication; this 

may also be of use to the Society of Biology and Member Organisations.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
54

 http://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM  

http://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM
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Taking this work forward 

The Science Communication Project was a useful opportunity to get the Society of Biology 

and Member Organisations together to discuss different areas of science communication.  

Summary of key points 

The project recommends the formation of the following working groups: 

- Public Engagement Working Group 

- Biology of Sport Working Group  

- Internet Working Group 

- Science Policy Adviser Network 

 

The project recommends the creation of the following resources: 

- Media enquiry tree 

- Media expert lists 

- Media Briefings 

- Branch networks 

- Social media lists 

- Website lists 

- Timeline of events 

Evaluation 

The discussions and actions from this report were and could be very useful to all involved 

and the science communication community more broadly. Evaluation is an essential 

component to the prolonged success of this project, from evaluation of individual events to a 

review of the working groups formed following this report. In addition to evaluation 

procedures for each event or group, the success of the overall report will also be measured 

in September 2012.    

  





 

i 

 

 

 

Appendix 1: Media and Communication contact details 
This list  details the main media contacts at the Society of Biology, Society for Applied Microbiology, 

Society for General Microbiology, British Ecological Society, Marine Biological Association, Scottish 

Association for Marine Science, Society for Endocrinology, British Pharmacological Society, British 

Society for Immunology, Biochemical Society, Nutrition Society, Society for Experimental Biology and 

The Physiological Society. 

Biology 

Society of Biology                            

Jenna Stevens-Smith 

Media and Events Executive 

jennastevenssmith@societyofbiology.org  

Tel: +44 (0)20 7685 2554 

Biochemistry 

Biochemical Society 

Amy Cox 

Communication Manager 

amy.cox@biochemistry.org  

Tel: +44 (0)20 7685 2400 

Ecology 

British Ecological Society 

Becky Allen 

Press Officer 

press@BritishEcologicalSociety.org  

Tel: +44 (0)1223 570016       

Endocrinology 

Society for Endocrinology 

Jennie Evans 

Public & Media Relations Officer 

jennie.evans@endocrinology.org 

Tel: +44 (0)1454 642 230 

Experimental Biology 

Society for Experimental Biology 

Sarah Blackford 

Head of Education & Public Affairs 

s.blackford@lancaster.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0)1524 594850             

Immunology 

British Society for Immunology 

Hannah Hope 

Science Officer 

h.hope@immunology.org  

Tel: +44 (0)20 3031 9807  

Marine Biology 

Marine Biological Association 

Guy Baker 

Communications Officer 

guba@mba.ac.uk  

Tel: +44(0)1752 633244 

Scottish Association for Marine Science 

Anuschka Miller 

Head of Communications 

Anuschka.Miller@sams.ac.uk 

T: +44 (0) 1631 559 300  

Microbiology 

Society for Applied Microbiology 

Lucy Harper 

Communications Manager and Editor 

Microbiologist 

lucy@sfam.org  

Tel: +44 (0)1234 326661 

Society for General Microbiology 

Laura Udakis 

Press and Public Affairs 

l.udakis@sgm.ac.uk  

Tel: +44 (0)118 988 1843 

Nutrition 

Nutrition Society 

Sarah James 

Scientific Development & External Affairs Co-
ordinator 
s.james@nutsoc.org.uk 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7605 6573  

Pharmacology 

British Pharmacological Society 

Jonathan Brüün 

Head of Communications & Development 

jb@bps.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7239 0184 

Physiology 

The Physiological Society 

Claire Kingston 

Head of Media and Communications 

ckingston@physoc.org  

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7269 57

mailto:jennastevenssmith@societyofbiology.org
mailto:amy.cox@biochemistry.org
mailto:press@BritishEcologicalSociety.org
mailto:jennie.evans@endocrinology.org
mailto:%20s.blackford@lancaster.ac.uk
mailto:h.hope@immunology.org
mailto:guba@mba.ac.uk
mailto:Anuschka.Miller@sams.ac.uk
mailto:lucy@sfam.org
mailto:l.udakis@sgm.ac.uk
mailto:s.james@nutsoc.org.uk
mailto:jb@bps.ac.uk
mailto:ckingston@physoc.org%C2%A0






mailto:smc@sciencemediacentre.org
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/pages/workshops.html
http://www.boffinmedia.co.uk/
http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/pages/publications/index.php?showAll=0&showSeries=13
http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/pages/publications/index.php?showAll=0&showSeries=13
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/resources/13/Standing-up-for-Science-interactive.pdf
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/data/files/resources/13/Standing-up-for-Science-interactive.pdf
http://www.sgm.ac.uk/news/podcast/VoYS%20media%20workshop.mp3
mailto:jennastevenssmith@societyofbiology.org
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Appendix 3b: Policy 

How to Influence Government 

The Science Policy Adviser Network is working together to create a common resource that 

will explain and encourage biologists to engage with public policy.  

Organisations rely on expert opinion and evidence to provide government with sound policy 

advice. The membership holds a large reservoir of expertise and interest, which often goes 

untapped. It is important that members feel they can contribute to the policy arena, and we 

use their knowledge to better the influence of science in government.  

The resource will highlight the importance of lobbying parliament, with a specific emphasis 

on how to influence the voting decisions of local MPs, the process of raising issues for 

parliamentary debate, and how to work with learned societies and member organisations to 

respond to government consultations.  

For example, the resource will explain: 

- Ministerial Statements 

- Early Day Motions 

- The Passage of a Bill through Parliament 

- Contacting your MP 

- Government Consultations; how to respond.  

 

This will be a collaborative piece of work from the Science Policy Adviser Network. For more 

information, please contact jackiecaine@societyofbiology.org 

Resources: 

- www.TheyWorkForYou.com which includes a voting record on key issues and links 

to profiles and personal websites. 

- Hansard; an edited record of what has been said in Parliament (searchable by date) 

www.parliament.uk/business/publications/hansard/ 

- Register of All Party Groups; informal group according to subject or country of 

interest.   

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/memi01.htm 

- Consultation Code of Practice: http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/better-

regulation/consultation-guidance 

- Tips for consultation responses: http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-

services/government-citizens-and-rights/government-1/public-consultations/tips-on-

taking-part-in-consultations.htm 

 

mailto:jackiecaine@societyofbiology.org
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/hansard/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/memi01.htm
http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/better-regulation/consultation-guidance
http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/better-regulation/consultation-guidance
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-services/government-citizens-and-rights/government-1/public-consultations/tips-on-taking-part-in-consultations.htm
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-services/government-citizens-and-rights/government-1/public-consultations/tips-on-taking-part-in-consultations.htm
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-services/government-citizens-and-rights/government-1/public-consultations/tips-on-taking-part-in-consultations.htm
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Appendix 3c: Public engagement 

How to run a stall at a science festival 

Science festivals are a great way to engage people with science, there are now many 

science festivals around the UK throughout the year, as illustrated in appendix 2. In this 

Appendix we detail some top tips for running a stall at a science festival and provide a 

couple of hand-outs for hands on biology experiments used by the Society of Biology. 

10 top considerations for running a Science Festival stall:  

1. When is the festival?  

2. When is the deadline for submitting a plan/ or idea for a stand? 

3. Who is the target audience? 

4. Why do you want to have a stall at this festival? 

5. What theme do you want your stall to have? 

6. Do you want to do hands on experiments? 

7. What information do you want people to take away? 

8. What freebies do you want to give out? 

9. How many volunteers will you need? 

10. What resources will you need, and how will you transport them? 

These are a few considerations before embarking on the festival scene. Hands on 

experiments are fun and pull people to your stall. At the Society of Biology we aim to do 

hands-on experiments which people can do again at home. On the following pages are 

examples of the hand-outs for two common science festival experiments- Extraction of DNA 

from Strawberries and Red Cabbage as a pH Indicator.  

It is good to have a balance between hands on biology experiments and other less messy 

and resource intensive activities, At the Society of Biology we have some Evolutionary Spot 

the Difference, Habitat: Where do they belong, and Human Body: Organs where do they 

belong activities which enable explainers to discuss biological topics such as evolution, 

adaption, habitats, human body, and disease. If you are recruiting volunteers ensure they 

are sufficiently trained and prepared for the volunteering as an explainer at your stall. It is a 

good idea to provide information about the activities on the stall, and crib notes about the 

underlying science of the activities. Before the public arrive at the stall induct volunteers, 

including run through the activities, indicate where resources are kept and can be refilled if 

needed, and run through any health and safety recommendations. 
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DNA is the blueprint for life. It 

spells out the instructions to all 

living things to tell them how to 

become what they are, and how 

their cells should work.   

DNA stands for deoxyribonucleic acid and is a string 

of units where each unit has a different letter, A, T, 

G or C that the cell reads. These strands form the 

infamous double helix structure.   

1. Mush up strawberry with fork 

2. Add extraction buffer and mush up some more 

3. Filter strawberry mush to remove seeds and big lumps 

4. Slowly add the alcohol down the side of the cup 

5. The fluffy white DNA will appear at the top of the mixture.  

 

Fruit (strawberries and kiwis work well), clear 

plastic cups, mini-sieves, extraction buffer: salt, 

washing-up liquid and water, funnels, alcohol 

(~70% and chilled for best results) and fork or 

spoon (for mushing) 

What you need: 

How to do it: 





http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/#!/search/%23biology
http://twitter.com/Society_Biology
http://twitter.com/Society_Biology
http://goo.gl/
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Appendix 4a: Online media resources- Twitter list 

Society of Biology  

@Society_Biology https://twitter.com/Society_Biology 

@bio_news https://twitter.com/bio_news   

 

Biochemical Society 

@BiochemSoc https://twitter.com/BiochemSoc  

 

British Ecological Society  

@BESPolicy https://twitter.com/BESPolicy  

 

British Pharmacological Society  

@BritPharmSoc https://twitter.com/BritPharmSoc  

 

Linnean Society  

@Linnean Society https://twitter.com/LinneanSociety  

 

Science and Plants for Schools 

@SAPS_News http://twitter.com/SAPS_News  

 

Society for Applied Microbiology 

@SfAMtweets https://twitter.com/SfAMtweets  

 

Society for Endocrinology 

@Soc_Endo https://twitter.com/Soc_Endo  

 

Society for General Microbiology 

@SocGenMicro https://twitter.com/SocGenMicro   

 

SCI Horticulture Group  
@SCIHorticulture https://twitter.com/#!/SCIHorticulture 

 

Society for Reproduction and Fertility  

@SRF_Repro http://twitter.com/#!/SRF_Repro 

 

The Physiological Society 

@PhySoc http://twitter.com/ThePhySoc 

 

Zoological Society of London  

@zsllondonzoo https://twitter.com/zsllondonzoo  

 

Useful hashtags 
#scipolicy 
#scicom 

#biology  

https://twitter.com/Society_Biology
https://twitter.com/bio_news
https://twitter.com/BiochemSoc
https://twitter.com/BESPolicy
https://twitter.com/BritPharmSoc
https://twitter.com/LinneanSociety
http://twitter.com/SAPS_News
https://twitter.com/SfAMtweets
https://twitter.com/Soc_Endo
https://twitter.com/SocGenMicro
https://twitter.com/#!/SCIHorticulture
http://twitter.com/#!/SRF_Repro
http://twitter.com/ThePhySoc
https://twitter.com/zsllondonzoo


 

xii 
 

Appendix 4b: Online media resources- Facebook list 

Society of Biology  

http://www.facebook.com/societyofbiology  

 

Biochemical Society 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Biochemical-Society/99242639743  

 

British Ecological Society  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Ecological-Society/101064631942  

 

British Pharmacological Society  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Pharmacological-Society/99860469636  

 

British Society for Immunology  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Society-for-Immunology/102151599844139  

 

Science and Plants for Schools 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Science-and-Plants-for-Schools/182080865140100 

 

Society for Applied Microbiology 

http://www.facebook.com/sfamfb  

 

Society for Endocrinology 

http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforEndocrinology  

 

Society for General Microbiology 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-for-General-Microbiology/188529991077   

 

Society for Reproduction and Fertility  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-for-Reproduction-and-Fertility/136774726340392  

 

SCI Horticulture Group  

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112692862079369#!/group.php?gid=11269286207

9369&v=info  

 

The Physiological Society 

http://www.facebook.com/physoc  

 

Zoological Society of London  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zoological-Society-of-London/112394875441743   

http://www.facebook.com/societyofbiology
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Biochemical-Society/99242639743
http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Ecological-Society/101064631942
http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Pharmacological-Society/99860469636
http://www.facebook.com/pages/British-Society-for-Immunology/102151599844139
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Science-and-Plants-for-Schools/182080865140100
http://www.facebook.com/sfamfb
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforEndocrinology
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-for-General-Microbiology/188529991077
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-for-Reproduction-and-Fertility/136774726340392
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112692862079369#!/group.php?gid=112692862079369&v=info
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112692862079369#!/group.php?gid=112692862079369&v=info
http://www.facebook.com/physoc
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zoological-Society-of-London/112394875441743
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Appendix 4c: Online media resources- Blog list 

Society of Biology  

http://societyofbiology.blogspot.com/  

 

Biochemical Society 

http://biochemicalsociety.wordpress.com/  

 

British Ecological Society  

http://feeds2.feedburner.com/EcologicalAndPolicyBlog 

 

Royal Society of Chemistry  

http://prospect.rsc.org/blogs/rsc/  

 

  

http://societyofbiology.blogspot.com/
http://biochemicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/EcologicalAndPolicyBlog
http://prospect.rsc.org/blogs/rsc/
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Appendix 4d: Online media resources- Website list 

Society of Biology http://www.societyofbiology.org  

Anatomical Society http://www.anatsoc.org.uk/  

Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour http://asab.nottingham.ac.uk/  

Association of Applied Biologists http://www.aab.org.uk/  

Biochemical Society http://www.biochemistry.org/  

Breakspear Hospital http://www.breakspearmedical.com/  

British Andrology Society http://www.britishandrology.org.uk/  

British Association for Lung Research http://www.balr.co.uk   

British Association for Psychopharmacology http://www.bap.org.uk/  

British Biophysical Society http://www.britishbiophysics.org.uk/  

British Crop Production Council http://www.bcpc.org/  

British Ecological Society http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/  

British Lichen Society http://www.thebls.org.uk/  

British Microcirculation Society http://www.microcirculation.org.uk/  

British Mycological Society http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/  

British Neuroscience Association http://www.bna.org.uk/  

British Pharmacological Society http://www.bps.ac.uk/  

British Phycological Society http://www.brphycsoc.org/  

British Society for Ecological Medicine http://www.ecomed.org.uk/  

British Society for Immunology http://www.immunology.org/  

British Society for Matrix Biology http://www.bsmb.ac.uk/  

British Society for Medical Mycology http://www.bsmm.org/  

British Society for Neuroendocrinology http://www.neuroendo.org.uk/   

British Society for Plant Pathology http://www.bspp.org.uk/  

British Society for Proteome Research http://www.bspr.org/  

British Society for Research on Ageing http://www.bsra.org.uk/  

British Society for Soil Science http://www.soils.org.uk/  

British Society of Animal Science http://www.bsas.org.uk/  

British Toxicology Society http://www.thebts.org/  

Experimental Psychology Society http://www.eps.ac.uk/  

Fisheries Society of the British Isles http://www.fsbi.org.uk/  

Genetics Society http://www.genetics.org.uk/  

Heads of University Biological Sciences http://www.lifesci.dundee.ac.uk/other/hubs/  

Heads of University Centres of Biomedical Science http://www.hucbms.org/  

Institute of Animal Technology http://www.iat.org.uk/  

http://www.societyofbiology.org/
http://www.anatsoc.org.uk/
http://asab.nottingham.ac.uk/
http://www.aab.org.uk/
http://www.biochemistry.org/
http://www.breakspearmedical.com/
http://www.britishandrology.org.uk/
http://www.balr.co.uk/
http://www.bap.org.uk/
http://www.britishbiophysics.org.uk/
http://www.bcpc.org/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://www.thebls.org.uk/
http://www.microcirculation.org.uk/
http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/
http://www.bna.org.uk/
http://www.bps.ac.uk/
http://www.brphycsoc.org/
http://www.ecomed.org.uk/
http://www.immunology.org/
http://www.bsmb.ac.uk/
http://www.bsmm.org/
http://www.neuroendo.org.uk/
http://www.bspp.org.uk/
http://www.bspr.org/
http://www.bsra.org.uk/
http://www.soils.org.uk/
http://www.bsas.org.uk/
http://www.thebts.org/
http://www.eps.ac.uk/
http://www.fsbi.org.uk/
http://www.genetics.org.uk/
http://www.lifesci.dundee.ac.uk/other/hubs/
http://www.hucbms.org/
http://www.iat.org.uk/
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International Biometric Society http://www.tibs.org/Interior.aspx  

Laboratory Animal Science Association http://www.lasa.co.uk/  

Linnean Society http://www.linnean.org/  

Marine Biological Association http://www.mba.ac.uk/  

Nutrition Society http://www.nutritionsociety.org/  

Royal Entomological Society http://www.royensoc.co.uk/  

Royal Microscopical Society http://www.rms.org.uk/index.shtml  

Royal Society of Chemistry http://www.rsc.org/  

Science and Plants for Schools http://www-saps.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/  

Scottish Association for Marine Science http://www.sams.ac.uk/  

Society for Applied Microbiology http://www.sfam.org.uk/  

Society for Endocrinology http://www.endocrinology.org/; http://www.yourhormones.info   

Society for Experimental Biology http://www.sebiology.org/  

Society for General Microbiology http://www.sgm.ac.uk/  

Society for Reproduction and Fertility http://www.srf-reproduction.org/  

Society for the Study of Human Biology http://www.sshb.org/  

SCI Horticulture Group http://www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-

Groups/Horticulture-Group  

Society of Pharmaceutical Medicine http://www.socpharmed.org/  

The Physiological Society http://www.physoc.org/ 

UK Environmental Mutagen Society http://www.ukems.org/  

University Bioscience Managers' Association http://www.ubma.org.uk/  

Zoological Society of London http://www.zsl.org/  

  

http://www.tibs.org/Interior.aspx
http://www.lasa.co.uk/
http://www.linnean.org/
http://www.mba.ac.uk/
http://www.nutritionsociety.org/
http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
http://www.rms.org.uk/index.shtml
http://www.rsc.org/
http://www-saps.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.sams.ac.uk/
http://www.sfam.org.uk/
http://www.endocrinology.org/
http://www.yourhormones.info/
http://www.sebiology.org/
http://www.sgm.ac.uk/
http://www.srf-reproduction.org/
http://www.sshb.org/
http://www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-Groups/Horticulture-Group
http://www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-Groups/Horticulture-Group
http://www.socpharmed.org/
http://www.physoc.org/
http://www.ukems.org/
http://www.ubma.org.uk/
http://www.zsl.org/


http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/2010/09/24/science-for-all-updated-action-plan-2/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/2010/09/24/science-for-all-updated-action-plan-2/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/trust/2010/03/08/new-science-and-trust-expert-group-report-starting-a-national-conversation-about-good-science/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/trust/2010/03/08/new-science-and-trust-expert-group-report-starting-a-national-conversation-about-good-science/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/trust/2010/03/08/new-science-and-trust-expert-group-report-starting-a-national-conversation-about-good-science/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/careers/2010/03/03/new-science-for-careers-report-published/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/careers/2010/03/03/new-science-for-careers-report-published/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/media/2010/01/21/comment-on-the-final-report/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/media/2010/01/21/comment-on-the-final-report/
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/files/2010/10/PE-conversational-tool-Final-251010.pdf
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/files/2010/10/PE-conversational-tool-Final-251010.pdf
http://www.ipsos-mori.com/Assets/Docs/Polls/sri-pas-2011-main-report.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=5&sqi=2&ved=0CEMQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipsos-mori.com%2FDownloadPublication%2F1285_MediaCT_thoughtpiece_Social_Grade_July09_V3_WEB.pdf&rct=j&q=ABC1%20social%20class&ei=OZQuTsrJKczMtAbb8rA1&usg=AFQjCNG0TvaNFL0GOCfsMj-WLF8pWxWX6A&sig2=L2isl_K-u758ZziAF2M-CQ&cad=rja
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/NR/rdonlyres/905AFA62-7132-4EAE-B98B-061670DDBA09/0/SocialMediaDossier.pdf
http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/NR/rdonlyres/905AFA62-7132-4EAE-B98B-061670DDBA09/0/SocialMediaDossier.pdf
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/per/Pages/Concordat.aspx
http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/what/who-are-the-public
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldselect/ldsctech/38/3801.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldselect/ldsctech/38/3801.htm
http://www.memnet.biz/
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n. Research Information Network guide for scientists on communicating and 

disseminating their research (http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-

and-disseminating-research/social-media-guide-researchersref). 

o. Research Information Network guide on the use of Web 2.0 for scientists 

(http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-and-disseminating-

research/use-and-relevance-web-20-researchers). 

 

 

http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-and-disseminating-research/social-media-guide-researchersref
http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-and-disseminating-research/social-media-guide-researchersref
http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-and-disseminating-research/use-and-relevance-web-20-researchers
http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/communicating-and-disseminating-research/use-and-relevance-web-20-researchers
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