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putting research 
knowledge  

at the heart of 
development 
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We work with 21 partner 
countries  

across Africa, Asia and Latin 
America  

to support access to, production 
of and communication of 

research.   
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Doing research in an 
African university 



Transformative potential – 
but new risks and challenges 



The potential 

• Potential to read 
much more 

• Making work more 
visible 

• Contributing to 
global research 
community 

• Research for 
development 

• Free to read but paying 
to publish 

• New forms of inequality  
- a new gulf between 
Africa and the rest of 
the world? 

• Misunderstandings & 
confusion 

• Still problems of access, 
research skills 
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The problems 
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1. Access 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/darwinbell/ 
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2. Visibility 
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3. Confusion & uncertainty 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/joao_trindade/4362414729/ 
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4. Costs 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/68751915@N09/ 
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5. African publishing 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68751915@N09/ 



Concluding thoughts 

• huge opportunities – but also risks 

• need to be aware of the dangers in the 
transition 

• what happens here has an impact in 
African universities 

07/10/2013 13 



How you can support this 
 

How you can get involved 
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http://www.authoraid.info/
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www.pubs-for-dev.info 



Open access at INASP 
 

Jonathan Harle – Senior Programme Manager, 
Research Access & Availability 
jharle@inasp.info @jonharle  

 

Lucy Browse – Programme Manager, Publisher 
Relations lbrowse@inasp.info @lucybrowse 

 

@INASPinfo | www.inasp.info 
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 
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